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Volume XLIIII  Issue I January/February 2023 

Happy New Year!  
Remember the song “The 12 
Days of Christmas”?  The 
actual 12 days of Christmas 
begins on December  25, 

and goes through January 5.  With that in mind, each 
year, we celebrate the Day of (and begin the season 
of) Epiphany on January 6.   
“Epiphany” represents 2 gifts that God has given us.  
The first is that God Himself comes to us in the flesh, 
as Jesus, a baby in a manger.  The second is that God 
gives us the realization that Jesus is God Himself, 
which often results in a personal feeling of elation, 
awe, or wonder. 
I hope that when you were a child, you had the joy of 
opening gifts on Christmas morning.  If you did, do 
you remember wanting, and then receiving, a specific 
gift?  At first, the gift was wrapped and placed under 
the tree, and you didn’t know what it was… that was 
like the first gift of Epiphany.  The gift was there, but 
you didn’t realize what it was.  But when you opened 
that gift, and you realized what it was… (hopefully) 
you were filled with elation, awe, and wonder… that 
was like the second gift of Epiphany. 
Both gifts are important, but the first is required 
before the second can happen.   
God Himself came to us in the flesh as Jesus.  And 
Jesus lived, died, rose from the dead, and ascended 
back into heaven… for us, and for our salvation.  
That’s what God has done for us. 
The question is… do we realize what this gift means?  
Do we actually open the gift (to receive the second 
gift of realizing who Jesus really is), or do we leave it 
unwrapped, lying under the Christmas tree?   
At first, we might think… “of course I know that 
Jesus is Emmanuel… God with us”.  But oftentimes, 
it seems like we just “go through the motions”, and 
lose our sense of elation, awe, and wonder.  And 
without that “Epiphany”, God becomes more of an 
idea in our heads, rather than a real, present, living 
God who we can pray to, rely on, and receive in Holy 
Communion.  And if that’s the case, we miss out on 

the joy of the gift of God Himself.   
I have to admit, there’s times that God feels like 
an idea in my head, rather than a real, living God 
who is active in my life.  It’s at those moments, 
that I return to God in prayer, and ask Him to give 
me the second gift again… the gift of realization, 
the gift of faith… so that I can live in the joy and 
courage that only God can give us.  And I can also 
then share that same gift with others who may be 
struggling as well.   
Let’s remember that faith isn’t a merit badge we 
earn, or an unwavering quality that’s never 
challenged.  All of the stress, struggles, and 
difficulties of life challenge us every day to rely 
on a God whom we cannot see.  But God doesn’t 
leave us alone in that struggle.  God came to us in 
the flesh, and God continues to give us, over and 
over again, the gift of faith as well.  And that’s 
where we place our trust… in God, and not in 
ourselves.  Thanks be to God! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Paul 

 

Save the Date 
Our Annual 
Congregational 

Meeting, Part 2 will be Sunday, 
January 22nd immediately following 
the worship service. Please make 
arrangements to stay.  
 

Offering Envelopes 
The 2023 offering envelopes 
were mailed out in January. 
Please contact the church if 
you  have not received them.   
PLEASE DISPOSE OF ANY OF YOUR 
UNUSED 2022 OFFERING ENVELOPES!  
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October: 
9 to 14 Gayle Kunko 
23 to 28 Dana Gruesu 
 
November: 
6 to 11 Terri Frye 
20 to 25 Barb Winslow 
 
December: 
4 to 9 Bobbi Oestreicher 
18 to 23 Mary Lou Wolff  

 
Community Garden 

The community garden had 
another fruitful year. We would like to thank the 
congregation and the gardeners for all their work 
and support. Between the harvest table and the 
gardeners we donated 719 lbs of produce and 
$769.00 to the Westmoreland County Food 
Bank. Also the $769.00 was matched by 
Pennline Service for a total monetary donation of 
$1538.00!  Thanks to everyone for your support 
of this important ministry.  

 

Stamp Camp 
On the 3

rd
 and 4

th
 Monday of each 

month, Kim Peles is leading a 
fellowship group at St. Matthias 
called “Stamp Camp”. All are 

welcome for fellowship and to make personalized 
greeting cards together, which you can use to 
share God’s love with others.  There’s a nominal 
fee to cover the cost of supplies.  Please feel free 
to contact Kim at (724) 875-0049 for more 
information. 

 
Thank you to all those who 
donated during our "Season of 
Caring" by providing Christmas 
gifts for children at Maxwell and 
Nicely Elementary Schools, gift 

cards for children at Bethesda Lutheran Services, 
and non-perishable food items for those at the 
Welcome Home Homeless Shelter here in 
Greensburg.  Thank you for generously sharing 
God's love with others in need during this 
important time of year! 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Cleaning Committee 
In an effort to conserve our 
financial resources, our 
congregation has started 
cleaning the church with the 
help of our own members. We certainly would 
appreciate more volunteers. It actually isn’t 
very hard work. We have a list of what needs 
done every other week and all the supplies to 
do the cleaning are in the janitor’s room. 
Anyone willing to help out, please contact 
Pastor Paul or the church office! Thank you! 

Cleaning Dates: 
January: 
2 to 7 Bobbi Oestreicher 
16 to 21 Mary Lou Wolff 
30 to Feb. 4 Gayle Kunko 
 
February: 
13 to 18 Dana Gruesu 
27 to March 4 Terri Frye 
 
March: 
13 to 18 Barb Winslow 
27 to April 1 Bobbi Oestreicher 
 
April: 
10 to 16 Mary Lou Wolff 
24 to 29 Gayle Kunko 
 
May: 
8 to 13 Dana Gruesu 
22 to 27 Terri Frye 
 
June: 
5 to 10 Barb Winslow 
19 to 24 Bobbi Oestreicher 
 
July: 
3 to 8 Mary Lou Wolff 
17 to 22 Gayle Kunko 
31 to Aug. 5 Dana Gruesu 
 
August: 
14 to 19 Terri Frye 
28 to Sept. 2 Barb Winslow 
 
September: 
11 to 16 Bobbi Oestreicher 
25 to 30 Mary Lou Wolff 
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Marked By Love 

Through the centuries 
[people] have displayed 
many different symbols to 
show that they are 
Christians. They have worn 
crosses in the lapels of 
their coats, hung chains 

about their necks, even had special haircuts. Of 
course, there is nothing intrinsically wrong with 
any of this, if one feels it is [one’s] calling. But 
there is a much better sign, a universal mark that 
is to last through all the ages of the church until 
Jesus comes back. … 

Love — and the unity it attests to — is the mark 
Christ gave Christians to wear before the world. 
Only with this mark may the world know that 
Christians are indeed Christians and that Jesus 
was sent by the Father. 

Lenten Signals 

Why should we observe Lent? This 
40-day season of repentance and 
reflection that begins on Ash 
Wednesday has three important 
purposes. Lent helps us STOP, LOOK 
and LISTEN. 

We observe Lent because it tells us 
to STOP and rest awhile — and to 
stop sinning. Lent tells us to LOOK 
inward for an honest self-
examination, to look upward to see 
the cross of Jesus with healing and love, and to 
look forward to the hope of the Resurrection. 
And we observe Lent because it tells us to LISTEN 
— to the voice of God, the words of Christ and 
the movement of the Holy Spirit. 

STOP, LOOK and LISTEN! These commands that 
are so crucial for travel safety are also important 
for our journey through Lent. 

 
 
 

 
 

Ash Wednesday Worship on  
February 22  

The season of Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday, February 22, and we’ll 
gather for worship and the 
imposition of ashes at 7pm that 
evening.  Please welcome any 
friends or neighbors who would like 
to attend! 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
On February 12th we’ll be 
participating in the “Souper Bowl 
of Caring”, where we’ll collect 

monetary funds to benefit our wonderful 
partners in ministry, the Westmoreland County 
Food Bank, to help feed those who are hungry.  
Please consider giving to this important 
ministry. 

      
 
 
 
January 7   8:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.  
January 12   3:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  
January   21   8:30 a.m. –3:00 p.m.  
February 4      8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
February 18       8:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.  
March 11   8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
March 16   5:30 p.m. – 8:45 p.m.  
March 18   8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  
March 25   8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  
April 1   8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  
April 15   8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
April 20   5:30 p.m. – 8:45 p.m.  
April 22   8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m  

 
 

Altar Guild 
Sign ups to volunteer to be a part of 

the altar guild are in the narthex. 
Places are still available to help 

out, and training is available! 
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 C h u r c h  C o u n c i I   H i g h l i g h t s 

St. Matthias Lutheran Church Council Minutes – 11/14/2022 
The November 2022 Council meeting was held via a Zoom Conference call. Voting Council members Fred 
Oestreicher, Bob Wolff, Lisa Pegg, Norb Georges, and Pastor Paul were in attendance. Ryan Winslow was 
unable to attend.   Our Treasurer, Eldora Crist, was able to attend.  Our Financial Secretary, Eliot Moore, was 
unable to attend. Bob Wolff led the devotions at 6:58pm. Council President Fred Oestreicher called the 
meeting to Order at 7:03pm. Fred Oestreicher made a motion to accept the Council agenda, as presented. 
Motion seconded by Norb Georges. Motion carried. Fred Oestreicher made a motion to accept the minutes 
from the October 10 Council meeting, as presented. Motion seconded by Lisa Pegg. Motion carried. Treasurer, 
Eldora Crist, presented the October Treasurer’s report. Fred Oestreicher made a motion to accept the October 
Treasurer’s report. Motion seconded by Bob Wolff. Motion carried. Pastor Paul presented his report for 
October.  He attended the monthly Synod meeting for  Pastors and Deacons, as well as a Synod 
Consultation Committee meeting, a Synod Assembly Planning Committee meeting, and Synod led boundaries 
workshop.  He made a hospital visit with Jean Kauffman, and presided at the renewal of marriage vows for 
Emily and Dan Kirkpatrick at the Heinz History Center in Pittsburgh.  At the request of parishioners, he’s also 
led counseling and mentoring sessions this past month.  Pastor Paul continues to serve as Interim Pastor at 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Greensburg for approximately 5 hours per week.    
Communications:   None 
Concerns:  None 
Committee Reports were presented 
Old Business: 
1.  Church Safety Policies and Procedures – No updates needed at this time. 
2.  Church Website – The updated version of the website is up and running.  It uses the same web address as 
our previous site.  Once Amy collects more information regarding online giving/donations through the 
website, she’ll present it to Council for review and consideration. 
3.  Annual Meeting, Part 1, Nov. 20th – Agenda and Council Elections  
(see Agenda handout) 
The Agenda was reviewed.  Fred Oestreicher and Bob Wolff are eligible for re-election, and have agreed to do 
so, if elected.  We can still add up to 3 additional Council members in this year’s Council elections.  Greg 
Paterno has agreed to serve as well.  2 line items have been added to approve the date of our Annual Meeting, 
Part 2, and to approve the update to our constitutional bylaws to add more flexibility in the dates for our annual 
meetings.   
4.  2022 Annual Reports  
Annual Reports need completed for each of our committees for the Annual meeting, Part 2 on January 22, 
2023.  With the exception of a few reports which are time sensitive (Finance report), we’d like to have the 
reports completed in electronic form and submitted by December 15th.  Each Council liaison person has been 
asked to identify who wrote the report for their committee, and to speak with them to see if they are willing 
and able to write the report again for 2022.   
New Business:    
1.  Requested CPR Class Dates 
(see email attachment) 
Nation’s Best CPR has requested CPR class dates at St. Matthias in January and February.  Council reviewed 
the dates and did not see any scheduling conflicts.  Pastor Paul will notify Nation’s Best CPR that the dates 
have been approved.   
** End of New Business **  
The December Worship Assistants and Calendar were reviewed.  No updates were needed. The next monthly 
Council meeting will be on Monday, December 12, at 7pm.   We’ll meet via Zoom call again.  Lisa Pegg will 
lead devotions for the December Council meeting.  Fred Oestreicher made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  
Motion seconded by Bob Wolff. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:53pm.   
Respectfully submitted, 
Pastor Paul Gruesu 
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 C h u r c h  C o u n c i I   H i g h l i g h t s 

St. Matthias Lutheran Church Council Minutes – 12/12/2022 
The December 2022 Council meeting was held via a Zoom Conference call. Voting Council members Fred 
Oestreicher, Bob Wolff, Lisa Pegg, Norb Georges, Ryan Winslow, and Pastor Paul were in attendance. Newly 
elected Council members whose terms will begin in January 2023 were invited to attend the Council meeting 
as guests.  They are Sharon Marks and Greg Paterno.  Greg Paterno was able to attend. Our Treasurer, Eldora 
Crist, was able to attend.  Our Financial Secretary, Eliot Moore, was unable to attend.  Lisa Pegg led the devo-
tions at 7:00pm. Council President Fred Oestreicher called the meeting to Order at 7:03pm. Fred Oestreicher 
made a motion to accept the Council agenda, as presented. Motion seconded by Norb Georges. Motion carried. 
Fred Oestreicher made a motion to accept the minutes from the November 14 Council meeting, as presented. 
Motion seconded by Lisa Pegg. Motion carried. Fred Oestreicher made a motion to accept the minutes from 
the Annual Congregational Meeting, Part 1, from November 20, as presented. Motion seconded by Bob Wolff. 
Motion carried. Treasurer, Eldora Crist, presented the November Treasurer’s report. Fred Oestreicher made a 
motion to accept the November Treasurer’s report. Motion seconded by Bob Wolff. Motion carried. Pastor 
Paul presented his report for November.  He attended the monthly Synod meeting for Pastors and Deacons, as 
well as a Synod Consultation Committee meeting, and a Synod Assembly Planning Committee meeting.  He 
presided at a funeral for a non-member.  He made a hospital visit with Arlene Wohlin, and nursing home visits 
with Virginia Turner, Norma Bennett, Jean Kauffman, and Lillian Reno.  He also led 3 counseling sessions.  
Pastor Paul continues to serve as Interim Pastor at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Greensburg for approx-
imately 5 hours per week.   
Committee Reports were presented.  
Old Business: 
1.  Church Safety Policies and Procedures – No updates needed at this time. 
2.  Church Website – The updated version of the website is up and running, and we’ve received several com-
pliments on its appearance and usefulness.   
3.  2022 Annual Reports  
Annual Reports need completed for each of our committees for the Annual meeting, Part 2 on January 22, 
2023.  With the exception of a few reports which are time sensitive (Finance report), we’d like to have the re-
ports completed in electronic form and submitted by December 15th.  A few committee reports are still needed, 
and Council will contact the appropriate committees.   
New Business:    
1.  Annual Meeting, Part 2, Jan. 22nd – Agenda  
According to our constitution (Bylaws I. b.), the purpose of this meeting is to: 
The January session shall be held to: 
(1) review committee reports, and   
(2) conduct any other congregational business (none at this time) 
Committee liaisons were asked to speak with their various committees to confirm who can give a brief report 
at this year’s meeting. 
The proposed agenda for our Annual Meeting, Part 2 was reviewed.   
2.  Pastor’s 2023 Housing Allowance  
Pastor Paul requested a 2023 housing allowance of $21,000.00.    This is the same amount that was in the 2022 
budget.   
Fred Oestreicher made a motion to approve Pastor Paul’s request for a 2023 housing allowance of $21,000. 
Motion seconded by Bob Wolff. 
Motion carried.   
3.  Installation of New Council Members  
At our Annual Congregational Meeting, Part 1, the following persons were elected to Church Council:  Fred 
Oestreicher (2nd term), Bob Wolff (2nd term), Sharon Marks, and Greg Paterno. 
Since our first Council meeting in 2023 is January 9, they should be installed during worship on January 1 or 
January 8.  They agreed to being installed on January 8. 
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 C h u r c h  C o u n c i I   H i g h l i g h t s 

4.  Requested CPR class dates  
(see email attachment) 
Nation’s Best CPR has requested CPR class dates at St. Matthias in March and April, as well as an additional 
class in January.  Council reviewed the dates and did not see any scheduling conflicts.  Pastor Paul will notify 
Nation’s Best CPR that the dates have been approved.   
5.  Office Purchasing  
Council discussed obtaining a Church credit card with a specific spending limit to aid our church secretary 
Amy and our organist/choir director Chuck in their purchasing church related items (i.e. stamps, music sup-
plies, office supplies, etc.).  These purchases would be made online as well as in-store (post office, Staples, 
etc.).  Council felt that a $500 credit limit would be appropriate, which could be increased, if needed.  A log 
book would be used for 2 purposes:  a log in/out page for when someone needs to take the card off premises, 
and a log for indicating the date, merchant, and amount of each purchase, as well as a folder to hold the corre-
sponding receipts.  Council agreed to move forward in obtaining a Church credit card with a beginning credit 
limit of $500. 
** End of New Business **  
The January and February Worship Assistants and Calendar were reviewed.  A few small updates were need-
ed, and we’ll contact our secretary Amy with those updates.  The next monthly Council meeting will be on 
Monday, January 9, at 7pm.   We’ll meet via Zoom call again.   Fred Oestreicher will lead devotions for the 
January Council meeting.   Fred Oestreicher made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Bob 
Wolff. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:54pm. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Pastor Paul Gruesu 

REMINDER—THE WOMEN OF ST. MATTHIAS  DO NOT MEET IN JANUARY OR 
FEBRUARY. 

 
NEW 2023 PROGRAM BOOKLETS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHRAX  IF 

YOU HAVE NOT RECEIVED YOURS.  IF YOU  ARE ABLE, GIVE YOUR 
OFFERING ENVELOPES TO VALETTA. 
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Prayer List 
Anhtony Blankenship-Dave and 
Bobbie Santavy’s Grandson 

Judy Dodson- Vicki Georges 
Kevin Diehl- Darla Dalena’s nephew 
Ron Longsdorf - Friend of Jamie Paterno 
Richard Bell — Brother of Dave Bell 
Mable —Friend of Eldora Crist 
Marlene & Jim Barbe—  Friend of Sharon Marks 
Mike Hrycyk— Stacy Moore’s Father 
Seth Micklow-Linda & Ray Wasilowski’s great grandson 
Ross Sano- Jeff Sano’s Brother 
Dan Nescot– Bob Mark’s Friend 
The Martin Family   
The Short Family   
Sharon Marks- Member 
Jim Bushey-  Keith Bowman’s friend 
Ron & Carol Bowman- Keith Bowman’s brother and sister 
in law      
Teri Pappas— Vicki Georges sister 
Nancy Kemerer - Member 
Lorianne Ferrier - Member 
Jen Lowe—Friend of Dana Gruesu 
Lorraine Howell- Member 
Rita Miller- Doris McDonnell’s Sister in Law 
Dave Santavy & Family Terri Santavy’s Brother in Law 
Pastor Fred Heitzenroder Member 
Barry Santavy   Member 
Ted Wohlin   Member 

To contact the prayer chain, please call: 
Joan Wilson at (724) 836-3055  
PRAYING is the first of our Faith Practices 
Medallions...and is lifted up in this way so that all may 
remember these folks who are in some way related to St. 
Matthias Lutheran Church.  We appreciate this 
opportunity to inform you of an active ministry going on 
throughout our congregation on a daily basis.  Remember 
these brothers and sisters in Christ in your prayers. 

 

Faith Works Envelopes 
     Faith Works envelopes are on the back pew 
in the sanctuary.  Please use these envelopes 
to support any of the following  ministries: 
 Bethesda Children’s Home 
 Camp Agape 
 Camp Lutherlyn 
 Gettysburg Seminary 
 Glade Run Lutheran Services 
 Lutheran Campus Ministry in Oakland 
 Lutheran Senior Life 
 Lutheran Service Society 
 Synod Mission Support 
 Thiel College 
     Check off which agency you wish to  
contribute to and place the envelope with your 
donation in the offering plate.  Please  
remember to indicate your envelope number.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vienna O’Brien                    January 9 
VaLetta Bradosky   January 10 
Dana Gruesu    January 10 
Eldora Crist    January 11 
Debra Cisowski   January 11 
Nicole Oestreicher   January 12 
Alycefaye Stewart   January 18 
Alexander Oestreicher  January 19 
David Turner    January 20 
Lilyana Blankenship   January 21 
Tim Weaver    January 29 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Adam & Christine Harrold  January 10 
Larry & Sonnie Miller  January 27 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amber Schmitt   Feb 1 
Doris McDonnell   Feb 2 
Blake Hart    Feb 5 

Joseph Schmitt   Feb 11 
Benjamin Wohlin   Feb 13 
Nicholas Schmitt   Feb 17 
Shawn Harrold   Feb 17 
Elizabeth Spillar    Feb 17 
Siera Schmitt    Feb 17 
Jessica Sindorf    Feb 22 
Andrew Hixson    Feb 25 
Norb Georges   Feb 26 

 
 
Flower Chart 

The 2023 Flower Chart is now 
posted in the narthex. The 
price for flowers is $48 for two 
vases. Bulletin dedication is 
the same price, $7.50 per 
Sunday. 
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St. Matthias Evangelical  
Lutheran Church 

100 Chapel View Drive 
Greensburg, PA 15601-1002 

Address Service Requested 
 
DATED MATERIAL 

THE VIEW                                     ST. MATTHIAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH         November/December 2022 

Visit us on the web at www.stmatthiasgreensburg.org 
 

Services of Holy Communion:  
Sunday 10:15am 

 
Ash Wednesday Worship 

February, 22 at 7:00pm 
 

Paul Gruesu, Pastor 
Secretary: Amy Repak 

Organist/Choir Director: Chuck Vita 


