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Peter said to the people:  
They put (Jesus) to death by 
hanging him on a tree;  but 
God raised Him on the third 
day and allowed Him to 

appear,  not to all the people, but to us who were 
chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank 
with Him after He rose from the dead.  (Acts 10:39b-
41)   
 

After Jesus rose from the dead, why didn’t He just 
show Himself to the religious leaders and Roman 
leaders of the day, and end all debate about whether 
He really “rose from the dead”?  Why didn’t Jesus go 
to all of His enemies and gloat about how He had 
won, and they had lost?  And why didn’t Jesus take 
revenge on His enemies?  After all, if your enemies 
kill you, and then you’re able to rise from the dead, 
and can never die again, why not take a victory lap, 
and rub it in the faces of those who’ve wronged you? 
 

If I were Jesus, that’s probably what I would’ve 
done.  But, fortunately for us, I’m not Jesus.  Jesus is 
God Himself.  And when Jesus went to the cross, He 
wasn’t interested in revenge or “rubbing it in” to His 
enemies.  Jesus went to the cross to save us, and the 
whole world (in fact, the Greek word is “cosmos”, 
which means “universe”) from our sin.  Even though 
we don’t deserve it, and haven’t earned it.  That’s 
what grace is… an unearned, undeserved gift from 
God.   
 

Jesus doesn’t go to the cross and rise from the tomb 
for revenge, gloating, or personal accolades.  Jesus 
went to the cross, and rose from the dead, in order to 
save you.  And me.  And everyone… including all 
those people we really don’t like!  Because God’s 
love goes beyond human understanding.  And 
nothing can stop God’s love… not even death.  
Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Paul 

St. Matthias Spring 
Cleanup Day -  

Saturday, May 14th 
Our church's Spring Cleanup 
Day has been scheduled for 
Saturday, May 4th,  
from 9am - 12 noon.  If we can 
have a good attendance, we 

can complete our work quickly and not put too 
much burden on any one person.   
With that in mind, any and all available men, 
women, and children are welcomed and 
encouraged to come along and help us with 
cleaning, repairing, and beautifying God's 
house.  Please feel free to bring along work 
gloves, wheelbarrows, rakes, and any tools 
that you may have that could be helpful in our 
work.  We'll look forward to seeing you there! 

The Property Committee 
 

Summer Worship 
Schedule 

As school comes to a finish, 
Sunday morning worship time 
will change to 9:30 am on June 
5th for the summer.  
 

Confirmation– Sunday 
June 5th 

On Pentecost Sunday, June 5th, 
we celebrate the confirmation of 

Anna, Maddy, and Michael 
Paterno. Immediately after worship, we will 
celebrate their confirmation with a Pot Luck 

Luncheon. Sign up sheets will be available in 
the narthex at the end of May. 
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St. Matthias Ladies Tea, May 1, 2-4.    All are welcome but 
ticket required to reserve spot. 
 Happy Mother’s Day to all.  Special thanks to all the 
women that helped out with the tea and managed a table. 
 SWPA Women’s 2022 Convention is May 20-21 at 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Greensburg.  This is in per-
son. 

 Next meeting will be on June 9 in the fellowship hall at 1:00 
Hostesses will be Vicki Georges and Darla Dalena.  Note time. June, July 
and August,  will be at 1:00pm. 
 
Pamphlets are in the narthex if need further information.  
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May 7          8am to 5:30pm 
May 12        6pm to 8:30pm 
May 21       8:30am to 3pm 
June 2

nd
              5:30pm to 8pm 

June 11
th                     

8am to 5:30pm 
June 18

th
            8:30am to 3pm 

 
 

 

 
That you for your kind donation of close to 40 
bags of items from the needs list. We are so 
grateful for your extreme generosity. We 
depend on contribution from the community to 
help meet the needs of thousands of people 
each year. Your donation of goods allows us to 
invest more of our resources in services critical 
to victims of domestic violence, sexual assult 
and other crime. In addition , it gives 
assurances to the women and children in our 
shelter that someone cares. 
Thank you for joining with us as we accept the 
challenge to overcome the violence that 
impacts our homes and communities. Keep up 
with the wood work you are supporting, and in 
all theways you can continue helping the Black 
Burn Center. 

Thank you 
 

Stamp Camp 
On the 3

rd
 and 4

th
 Monday of 

each month, Kim Peles is leading 
a fellowship group at St. Matthias 
called “Stamp Camp”.  All are 
welcome for fellowship and to 
make personalized greeting cards together, 
which you can use to share God’s love with 
others.  There’s a nominal fee to cover the cost 
of supplies.  There are 2 sessions on the 3rd 
Monday, one beginning at 10am, and the 
other beginning at 6pm. On the 4th Monday 
there is only one session at 6pm. Please 
feel free to contact Kim at (724) 875-0049 for 
more information 

 
 

Blessing of Fields and 
Gardens  

& St. Matthias Community 
Garden – June 5th   

During the weekend of June 5th, 
we ask that you bring to worship with you any 
plants, flowers, seeds, vegetables, or anything 
else that you’ll be planting this summer.  During 
worship, we’ll place them near the altar and 
offer our thanks to God for all things that grow 
in fields and gardens, and for all that God so 
abundantly provides.  We’ll also be asking for 
God’s blessings on our St. Matthias Community 
Garden as we begin planting vegetables to help 
feed those who are hungry.  Please join us in 
this time of celebration and thanksgiving to 
God! 
 

Pot Luck & Bake Sale– 
June 5th 

As we celebrate Pentecost 
Sunday, confirmation and the 
blessing of the fields and 
gardens we’ll also be having a pot luck and 
bake sale to celebrate!  All proceeds from 
the bake sale will benefit the Westmoreland 
County Food Bank.  If you’re able, please bring 
something to share for the bake sale and/or 
take some baked goods home with you!  We’ll 
look forward to seeing you there!   

 

Voting Members needed 
for Synod Assembly June 

16
th

 - 18
th

  
This year’s annual Synod 
Assembly for our SWPA Synod is 
being held as a Zoom conference 

call from June 16th-18
th
 (Thursday through 

Saturday).  St. Matthias may send 2 voting 
members to this year’s assembly (1 male and 1 
female voting member).  The costs of attending 
the assembly are covered by St. Matthias.  If 
you’d like to attend this year’s assembly, please 
contact Pastor Paul.  Also, Pastor Paul will be 
serving as the chairperson of the elections 
committee again at this year’s assembly.   
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 C h u r c h  C o u n c i I   H i g h l i g h t s 

St. Matthias Lutheran Church Council Minutes – 3/14/2022 
The March 2022 Council meeting was held via a Zoom Conference call. Voting Council members Fred Oes-
treicher, Bob Wolff, Ryan Winslow, and Pastor Paul were in attendance. Lisa Pegg and Norb Georges were 
unable to attend.  Our Treasurer, Eldora Crist, was able to attend.  Our Financial Secretary, Eliot Moore, was 
able to attend.  Fred Oestreicher led the devotions at 7:00pm Council President Fred Oestreicher Called the 
meeting to Order at 7:05pm.Pastor Paul requested to add a new line item under “New Business” for “CPR 
class requests”. Fred Oestreicher made a motion to accept the Council agenda, as amended. Motion seconded 
by Bob Wolff. Motion carried. Fred Oestreicher made a motion to accept the minutes from the February 14 
Council meeting, as presented. Motion seconded by Bob Wolff. Motion carried. Eldora Crist, Treasurer, pre-
sented the February Treasurer’s report. Council was alerted to a message from our secretary Amy regarding 
some funds deposited from Thrivent that weren’t communicated via email.  Fred Oestreicher made a motion to 
accept the February Treasurer’s report. Motion seconded by Ryan Winslow. Motion carried. 
Pastor Paul presented his report for February.  He attended meetings for:  the monthly Synod meeting for Pas-
tors and Deacons, Synod Zoom meeting for the Resource Center Advisory Board, and our local cluster Pas-
tor’s meeting to plan for the Easter Vigil, which will be held at Harrold Zion Lutheran Church on April 16, and 
Pastor Paul will be delivering the sermon.  He presided at a funeral for a non-member on March 10.  He made 
nursing home visits to Lillian Reno and Virginia Turner.  He’s also leading Holden Evening Prayer worship 
and our Adult Bible Study on Wednesday nights in Lent.  Pastor Paul continues to serve as Interim Pastor at 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Greensburg for approximately 5 hours per week.   
Communications:  None 
Concerns:  Toilet in men’s room may be too low for some elderly members. Bob Wolff made a motion to have 
the Property Committee purchase and install a higher toilet in the men’s room.  Motion seconded by Fred Oes-
treicher. Motion carried. 
Committee Reports: 
Worship and Music:  Committee met on February 16 to plan for  Lent and Easter .  Ash Wednesday was 
March 2, and Holden Evening Prayer is being held on Wednesday evenings in Lent.   
Christian Education and Youth:  Our  3 Confirmation students are scheduled to be confirmed on Pente-
cost Sunday, June 5.  During Lent, Pastor Paul is leading a Bible Study on Wednesday evenings after Lenten 
worship.   
Stewardship:  No new information.  
Fellowship:  Lenten Soup Suppers are being held dur ing Wednesday evenings in Lent.  Potluck lunch-
eons are being planned to celebrate with our new members on April 3, and with our  Confirmation students on 
June 5.   
Evangelism and Social Ministry:  We’re collecting specifically requested items for the Blackburn Center 
during Lent as part of our “Let’s Make a Lenten Meal” program.  We’re also collecting funds for the people of 
Ukraine, which will be sent to Lutheran Disaster Response (as specified in the ELCA bulletin insert). 
Finance:  No new information. 
Property:  The summer  mowing schedule is in the March/Apr il newsletter .  Spr ing cleanup day will be 
planned for sometime in May.   
Ad Hoc Committees: 
Cleaning Ad Hoc Committee:  Have switched to a every other  week schedule for  cleaning.   
Community Garden:  Open House will be on Saturday, Apr il 9, at 1pm. 
Women of the ELCA:  Met on March 10.  Planning the Women’s Tea on Sunday, May 1. 
 
Old Business: 

1.  Church Safety Policies and Procedures  - no changes needed.   
2.  Church Database software – no updates. 
3.  Internal Audit  Mary Lou Wolff has completed an internal audit of our finances at St. Matthias for 2021.   
Council reviewed her report, which indicated “no material findings”.  Fred Oestreicher made a motion to ac-
cept the 2021 internal audit of our finances at St. Matthias, as presented Motion seconded by Ryan Winslow.  
Motion carried. Council would like thank Mary Lou for all of her great work on the audit.   
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 C h u r c h  C o u n c i I   H i g h l i g h t s 

Old Business Continued... 
4.  Recruiting Voting Members for the June 2022 Synod Assembly on Zoom 
St. Matthias may send 2 voting members to this year’s Synod Assembly, which will be via Zoom conference 
call on the evening of Thursday, June 16, and during the day on Saturday, June 18.  Council members were 
asked to provide Pastor Paul with names of those who would be good candidates to consider. 
New Business:    
1.  New members to be received on April 3  
Greg and Jamie Paterno, and their 3 children Michael, Anna, and Madeline, as well as Annette Benedict will 
be joining St. Matthias as new members on April 3.  We’re planning on having a potluck luncheon after wor-
ship to celebrate.    
2.  Requested CPR class dates 
Just today, we received a request for 3 CPR class dates in June: 
June 2nd from 5:30pm to 8pm, June 11th from 8am to 5:30pm, and June 18th from 8:30am to 3pm.  Council 
reviewed our calendar and didn’t see any conflict with these dates.   
The consensus of Council was to approve the 3 requested CPR class dates in June.   
3.  Pittsburgh Garden Railway Society  
After completing our new business items, Council remembered one other new business item:  John and Tina 
Weimer requested to reserve the Fellowship Hall from 2pm to 4pm March 27 for the meeting of the Pittsburgh 
Garden Railway Society.  The consensus of Council was to approve this request.   
** End of New Business **  
The April Worship Assistants and Calendar was reviewed.  No updates were needed. The next monthly Coun-
cil meeting will be on Monday, April 11 at 7pm. We’ll meet via Zoom call again. Ryan Winslow will lead de-
votions for the April Council meeting. Fred Oestreicher made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Motion se-
conded by Bob Wolff. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:57pm.  
Respectfully submitted, 
Pastor Paul Gruesu 

Cleaning Committee 
In an effort to conserve our financial resources, our congregation has 
started cleaning the church with the help of our own members. We certainly 
would appreciate more volunteers. It actually isn’t very hard work. We have 
a list of what needs done every other week and all the supplies to do the 
cleaning are in the janitor’s room. Anyone willing to help out, please contact 
Pastor Paul or the church office! Thank you! 

Cleaning Dates: 
May 9 - Mary Lou and Bob Wolff 
       23 - Gayle and Bob Kunko 
 
June - 6 - Bernice and Dana Gruesu  
          20 - Fred and Bobbi Oestreicher  
 
July - 4 - Andrew and Shawn Harrold 
        18 - Teri Frye 
 
August - 1 Jen and Jeff Sano 
             15 - Bobbi and Fred Oestreicher  
             29 - Mary Lou and Bob Wolff 
 
 
 

 

September- 12 - Gayle and Bob Kunko  
                   26 - Bernice and Dana Gruesu  
 
October - 10 - Fred and Bobbi Oestreicher  
                24 - Andrew and Shawn Harrold 
 
November - 7 - Teri and Jim Frye 
                  21 - Jen and Jeff Sano 
 
December - 5 - Fred and Bobbi Oestreicher  
                  19 - Mary Lou and Bob Wolff 
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 C h u r c h  C o u n c i I   H i g h l i g h t s 

St. Matthias Lutheran Church Council Minutes – 4/11/2022 
The April 2022 Council meeting was held via a Zoom Conference call. Voting Council members Fred Oestrei-
cher, Bob Wolff, Ryan Winslow, Lisa Pegg, Norb Georges, and Pastor Paul were in attendance. Our Treasurer, 
Eldora Crist, was able to attend. Our Financial Secretary, Eliot Moore, was able to attend. Pastor Paul led the 
devotions at 8:00pm  Council President Fred Oestreicher Called the meeting to Order at 8:05pm. Fred Oestrei-
cher made a motion to accept the Council agenda, as presented. Motion seconded by Norb Georges. Motion 
carried. Fred Oestreicher made a motion to accept the minutes from the March 14 Council meeting, as present-
ed. Motion seconded by Lisa Pegg. Motion carried. Eldora Crist, Treasurer, presented the March Treasurer’s 
report. Fred Oestreicher made a motion to accept the March Treasurer’s report. Motion seconded by Bob 
Wolff. Motion carried. Pastor Paul presented his report for March.  He attended meetings for:  the monthly 
Synod meeting for Pastors and Deacons, Synod Assembly Planning meeting via Zoom, and a new members’ 
meeting for those joining St. Matthias.  He made nursing home visits to Don Ohr and Jean Kauffman and made 
contact those who visited St. Matthias this month.  Pastor Paul led Holden Evening Prayer worship and our 
Adult Bible Study on Wednesday evenings in Lent.  Pastor Paul continues to serve as Interim Pastor at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church in Greensburg for approximately 5 hours per week.   
Communications:  None 
Concerns:  Property Committee is asked to check the flow of water in the men’s urinal. 
Committee Reports were presented 
Old Business: 

1.  Church Safety Policies and Procedures  - no changes needed.   
2.  Church Database software – no updates. 
3.  Recruiting Voting Members for the June 2022 Synod Assembly on Zoom 
St. Matthias may send 2 voting members to this year’s Synod Assembly, which will be via Zoom conference 
call on the evening of Thursday, June 16, and during the day on Saturday, June 18.  Registration opens on 
April 18.  Council members were asked to provide Pastor Paul with names of those who would be good candi-
dates to consider. 
 
New Business:    
1.  Pastor Paul’s proposed vacation calendar  
Council reviewed Pastor Paul’s proposed vacation calendar, and no scheduling conflicts with other church ac-
tivities were apparent.   
** End of New Business **  
The May and June Worship Assistants and Calendar were reviewed.  No updates were needed. 
The next monthly Council meeting will be on Monday, May 9 at 8pm.   
We’ll meet via Zoom call again.   
Ryan Winslow will lead devotions for the May Council meeting.     
Bob Wolff made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  
Motion seconded by Lisa Pegg. 
Motion carried. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:40pm. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Pastor Paul Gruesu 
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Prayer List 
Nancy Kemerer— Member 
Lorrie Lowe—  Friend of 
Dana Gruesu 
Vicki Georges— Member 
Joe Welling — friend of 
Alycefaye Stewart 

Lorianne Ferrier —Member 

Linda Thompson— Darla Dalena’s Friend 
Jim Bushey —Keith Bowman’s Friend 
Jean Kauffman —Member 
Jen Lowe— Friend of Dana Gruesu 
Lillian Reno — Member 
Lorraine Howell– Member 
Ron & Carol Bowman— Brother & Sister in Law of Keith 
Bowman 
Rita Miller— Doris McDonnell’s Sister in Law 
Dave Santavy & Family— Member 
Pastor Fred Heitzenroder– Member 
Don Ohr — Member 
Virginia Turner —Member 
Barry Santavy — Member 
Ted Wohlin —Arlene Wohlin’s Husband 
To contact the prayer chain, please call: 
Joan Wilson at (724) 836-3055  
PRAYING is the first of our Faith Practices 
Medallions...and is lifted up in this way so that all may 
remember these folks who are in some way related to St. 
Matthias Lutheran Church.  We appreciate this 
opportunity to inform you of an active ministry going on 
throughout our congregation on a daily basis.  Remember 
these brothers and sisters in Christ in your prayers. 

 

Faith Works Envelopes 
     Faith Works envelopes are on the 
back pew in the sanctuary.  Please 
use these envelopes to support any 
of the following  ministries: 

 Bethesda Children’s Home 
 Camp Agape 
 Camp Lutherlyn 
 Gettysburg Seminary 
 Glade Run Lutheran Services 
 Lutheran Campus Ministry in Oakland 
 Lutheran Senior Life 
 Lutheran Service Society 
 Synod Mission Support 
 Thiel College 
     Check off which agency you wish to  
contribute to and place the envelope with your 
donation in the offering plate.  Please  
remember to indicate your envelope number.  

 

Myles Marnell  May 2 
Tina Weimer    May 3 
Anthony Blankenship May 8 
Gregory Ferrier  May 8 

Christie Conte   May 11 
Joseph Gruesu  May 12 
Lillian Reno   May 15 
Debra Adams  May 15 
Brian Hart   May 18 
Jessie Winslow  May 23 
Don Ohr   May 23 
Kristin Paullet  May 24 
John Weimer   May 28 
Newton Santavy  May 31 
Ashley Santavy  May 31 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Nicole & Michael Oestreicher   May 3 
Stacy & Stephen Stankovski  May 5 
Diane & Timothy Dominick   May 9 

Linda & Ray Wasilowski   May 14 
April & Benjamin Blankenship  May 21 

 
Leo McEliece June 1 
Barry Santavy June 1 
Eryn Johnston June 2 
Joan Wilson  June 5 
Wayne Himler June 9 

Jamel Glanton June 12 
Robert Kunko June 17 
Vicki Georges  June 17 
Michael Moff  June 18 
Kevin Lightner  June 21 
Evelyn Malinish June 21 
Nicholas Santavy June 23 
Brian Sindorf  June 26 
Wynslow Santavy June 26 
Larry Miller   June 29 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

David & Bobbie Santavy  June 27 
Robert & Gayle Kunko  June 18 
Fred & Wendy Heitzenroder June 20 
James & Teri Frye   June 30 
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St. Matthias Evangelical  
Lutheran Church 

100 Chapel View Drive 
Greensburg, PA 15601-1002 

Address Service Requested 
 
DATED MATERIAL 

THE VIEW                                     ST. MATTHIAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH                           May/ June 2022 

Visit us on the web at www.stmatthiasgreensburg.org 
 

Services of Holy Communion:  
Sunday 10:15 am  

 
Until  

 
Summer Hours starting June 5th: 

Sunday 9:30am 
 
 

Paul Gruesu, Pastor 
Secretary: Amy Repak 

Organist/Choir Director: Chuck Vita 


