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Visit us on the web at www.stmatthiasgreensburg.org 

Volume XLIII  Issue VV September/October 2022 

When I was growing up, 
going back to school was 
fun and exciting!  I had lots 
of friends that I would see 
again, and even though I 

grew up in a modest household, I always had new 
school clothes, a new backpack, and new school 
supplies.   
 
Unfortunately, for an increasing number of children, 
going back to school might not be as fun or exciting.  
Not because they don’t have friends.  But because 
they might feel anxiety about NOT having things like 
new school clothes, a new backpack, new school 
supplies, and even having food to eat on the 
weekends. 
 
Thank you to all those who contributed school 
supplies during the month of July to Thrivent 
Financials program to benefit children at the 
Westmoreland County Children’s Bureau.  Your 
lavish generosity of supplies (which Thrivent heartily 
applauded!) will help many children in need have a 
new backpack and school supplies for this fall. 
 
Thank you to all those who continue to contribute to 
our Food 2 Go 4 Kids program, which provides 
weekend meals for children who might otherwise not 
have enough to eat over the weekend.  As we partner 
with several other churches in this program, St. 
Matthias provides meals for approximately 30 
children at Maxwell Elementary School on a regular 
basis (as we’re assigned) throughout the school year.  
Your enthusiastic generosity of food supplies 
continue to help many children in need to not have to 
worry about what they’ll eat on the weekends.   
 
It's always heartbreaking to think of any child that 
might not have new school clothes, a new backpack, 
new school supplies, or enough food to eat.  Thanks 
be to God for programs like these, and the 
organizations that organize and facilitate them (like 

Thrivent Financial and our Hempfield Area 
School District).  It’s heartwarming to know that 
even in times of desperate need for so many, God 
provides opportunities to reach out with God’s 
love to our neighbors in need, and especially to 
our children.  Thanks be to God for lavishing His 
love and forgiveness on each of us, and for giving 
us the opportunity to share that same lavish love 
with our neighbors! 
In Christ, 
Pastor Paul 
 

 

Rally Day – Sunday, 
September 11

th
  

Please note that Rally Day 
will be on Sunday, 
September 11

th
.  Beginning 

on Rally Day, our Sunday 
morning worship will change to 10:15am.  
We’ll also be having our annual church picnic 
after worship.  All are welcome.  We’ll look 
forward to seeing you there! 
 

St. Matthias Fall 
Cleanup Day   

Saturday, 
September 10

th 
 

Our church's Fall 
Cleanup Day has been 
scheduled for Saturday, 
September 10

th
, from 9am - 12 noon.  Any 

available men, women, and children are 
welcomed and encouraged to come along 
and help us with cleaning, repairing, and 
beautifying God's house as we prepare for 
Rally Day.  Please feel free to bring along 
work gloves and any tools that you may have 
that could be helpful in our work.  We'll look 
forward to seeing you there! 
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All Saints Sunday Carnations 
For All Saints Sunday, November 

6th, red & white carnations will be 
available for purchase for $1 to place 

on the altar in honor of your Saint 
and may be taken home after 

worship. A form has been included in 
the newsletter and envelopes are also available 

in the narthex. Envelopes and forms can be 
placed in the offering plate. The deadline for all 

carnation orders is Sunday, October 23rd. 
You can also list the name or names of your 

loved ones or friends who have died within the 
past year to be included in the prayers on All 

Saints Sunday. This form is located on the table 
in the narthex in October. 

 

Save the Date 
Our Annual Congregational 
Meeting, Part 1 will be 

Sunday, November 20th immediately 
following the worship service. Please make 
arrangements to stay. The date for Part 2 will be 
announced in the November/December 
newsletter. 

 
 
 

 
September 

10
th

         8:30 AM – 5:30 PM 
15

th
         5:30 PM – 8:45 PM  

24
th

         8:30 AM – 3:30 PM 
29

th
         5:30 PM – 8:45 PM  

October 
8

th
         8:30 AM – 3:30 PM 

13
th

         5:30 PM – 8:45 PM  
22

nd
         8:30 AM – 5:30 PM 

27
th

         5:30 PM – 8:45 PM  

 

Stamp Camp 
On the 3

rd
 and 4

th
 Monday of each month, Kim 

Peles is leading a fellowship group at St. 
Matthias called “Stamp Camp”.  All are welcome 
for fellowship and to make personalized greeting 
cards together, which you can use to share 
God’s love with others.  There’s a nominal fee to 
cover the cost of supplies.  There are 2 sessions 
on the 3rd Monday, one beginning at 10am, 
and the other beginning at 6pm. On the 4th 
Monday there is only one session at 6pm. 
Please feel free to contact Kim at (724) 875-0049 
for more information. 

 
 

 

 

St. Matthias Sunday 
On Sunday, October 9th, we 

will be celebrating St. 
Matthias Sunday! As we 
celebrate St. Matthias 

commemoration we will also be honoring our 
charter members: Lou Jean Bishop and Barb 
Fink. Following the worship service there will 
be a pot luck luncheon. Sign up sheets are 

available in the narthex for volunteers to write 
down what they would like to bring. Mark your 

calendar and come celebrate with us! 

 
Celebrating the Harvest on 9th   

In addition to celebrating St. Matthias Sunday 
on October 9th, we’ll also be giving thanks to 
God for the wonderful, abundant harvest from 
the 6th year of our Community Garden!  We’ll 
be including a celebratory harvest prayer at 
the end of our Sunday morning worship that 
day, to give thanks to God for all that He has 
so abundantly provided.  This will also serve 
as a conclusion to this year’s Community 
Garden harvest, and offer us a joyful look 
forward to next year’s harvest as well.  We 
hope you can be with us that day as we give 
thanks for so many of God’s blessings! 
 

Pot Luck & Bake Sale on October 9th
 
 

As we celebrate St. Matthias Sunday and the 
closing of our Harvest Table and the 
Community Garden on October 9th, we’ll also 
be having a pot luck & bake sale to celebrate!  
All proceeds from the bake sale will benefit the 
Westmoreland County Food Bank.  If you’re 
able, please bring something to share for the 
bake sale and/or take some baked goods 
home with you!  We’ll look forward to seeing 
you there!   
 

We’d  like to thank Pastor Paul 
for the baptism of our grandson 

Gavin.  Special thanks to 
Chuck for the beautiful music.  

Thanks to all of you who 
brought food for the pot luck.  

How fortunate we are to have such a 
wonderful church family.  We are so blessed to 

be part of St. Matthias.   
Thank you all, 

Mary Lou & Bob Wolff 
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Camp Lutherlyn  
September 16 & 17   
NW & SW Retreat  
Wrapped in Prayer 

Join us for worship, Bible Study, chapel 
chatter, games ,workshops and prayer pals. 
Information available  on the 2022 WELCA 

Retreat.    
 
 

September 8, we will meet at noon for lunch.  Come 
join us. 
October 13 meeting will be at 1:00 with Joan Wilson 
and Eldora Crist as hostesses. 
 
 

The Lily Project  
 

In order to continue the Lily Project ministry your help 
will be needed.  We are asking St. Matthias to consider 
donating clothing to keep inventory levels filled and 
available.  Socks and underwear are not needed.  
Remember the criteria is that the clothing be new in the 
sizes requested and all tops must open down the front 

(zippered or buttoned).  Pants should have elastic band.   
St. Matthias has taken Men’s clothing category with the size of X Large-
tops and pants.  If you are able to help, please put donations in fellowship 
hall under the Lily Sign. If you wish to make a monetary donation, make 
check out to St. Matthias with Lily Project on memo line. We will shop 
for you. What we have donated will be taken to First Lutheran in  
September. 
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 C h u r c h  C o u n c i I   H i g h l i g h t s 

St. Matthias Lutheran Church Council Minutes – 7/5/2022 
The July 2022 Council meeting was held via a Zoom Conference call. Voting Council members Fred 
Oestreicher, Bob Wolff, Lisa Pegg, Norb Georges, and Pastor Paul were in attendance. Ryan Winslow was 
unable to attend. Our Treasurer, Eldora Crist, was able to attend.   Our Financial Secretary, Eliot Moore, was 
able to attend.  Fred Oestreicher led the devotions at 8:02pm.  Council President Fred Oestreicher called the 
meeting to Order at 8:04pm.  Fred Oestreicher made a motion to accept the Council agenda, as presented. 
Motion seconded by Norb Georges. Motion carried. Fred Oestreicher made a motion to accept the minutes 
from the June 13 Council meeting, as presented. Motion seconded by Bob Wolff. Motion carried. 
Eldora Crist, Treasurer, presented the June Treasurer’s report. Fred Oestreicher made a motion to accept the 
June Treasurer’s report. Motion seconded by Lisa Pegg. Motion carried. 
Pastor Paul presented his report for June.  He attended meetings for:  the monthly Synod meeting for Pastors 
and Deacons and a Synod Assembly Committee Planning meeting.  He chaired the Elections Committee again 
at this year’s SWPA Synod Assembly from June 16-18 (via Zoom call).  He made nursing home visits with 
Lillian Reno, Jean Kauffman, and Virginia Turner.  He presided at the funeral for a non-member.  As 
previously mentioned to Council, he’ll be on vacation from July 8th through the 15th, as well as July 19th 
through the 21st for his annual prostate cancer checkup.  Pastor Paul continues to serve as Interim Pastor at 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Greensburg for approximately 5 hours per week.   
Communications:   None 
Concerns:  None 
Committee Reports: 
Worship and Music:  Committee met on June 29 to plan for  the fall.  On July 3, we celebrated the 
Baptism of Gavin Reid Wolff, the grandson of Bob and Mary Lou Wolff.  In the month of August, our 
Organist and Choir Director, Chuck Vita, will be offering the “request a hymn” program again, and during the 
month of July, the congregation will be invited to submit hymn requests for August.  We also look forward to 
having 3 baptisms on August 14th! Christian Education and Youth:  Our 3 Confirmation students were 
confirmed on Pentecost Sunday, Ju ne 5.  Stewardship:  No new information.  Fellowship:  A potluck luncheon 
was held for the baptism celebration on July 3rd.  Another luncheon will be held on August 14th for 3 baptisms 
on that date. Evangelism and Social Ministry:  Committee will collect items for the Food 2 Go 4 Kids program 
for a delivery on August 11, as well as collecting school supplies for the Westmoreland County Children’s 
Bureau during the month of July.  This information has been shared in the newsletter and weekly bulletins.   
Finance:  No new information. Property:  Will meet in August to discuss mower  issues and prepare 2023 
budget requests.  We were able to remove a workbench and table from the mower room.  Thank you to Bob 
and Mary Lou Wolff, who replaced the eternal candle with an electronic version, which will save on oil costs.   
Ad Hoc Committees: 
Cleaning Ad Hoc Committee:  Everything continues to go well.   Community Garden:  The garden is 
thriving!  Fresh produce deliveries are being made to the Westmoreland County Food Bank. Women of the 
ELCA:  The women will meet on Thursday, July 14.    
Old Business: 

1.  Church Safety Policies and Procedures - The Worship & Music Committee would like to ask Council if 
using homemade baked bread for Holy Communion would be permissible.  If so, they will see if they can find 
someone willing to bake bread for this purpose.  Council approved this request by consensus.  In addition, as a 
reminder to the congregation, Fred Oestreicher will make an announcement to remind folks to ring the 
doorbell if the door is locked on Sunday mornings.   
2.  Church Database software – Council was asked to give permission for Pastor Paul and our Secretary Amy 
to update the website with a new web provider.  Council offered their permission by consensus.   
3.  2023 Budget Requests  
All committees are to submit their budget requests to the Finance Committee by the end of August.  Any 
questions can be submitted to Eliot Moore, Financial Secretary.  Worship & Music has submitted a request.   
4.  Delivery of Semi Annual Financial Statements at the end of June  
Each year, we deliver a semi-annual financial statement to all those who have donated as a reminder of our 
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pattern of giving.  Our secretary Amy has put these together and placed them on the table in the narthex.  
Envelopes not picked up by the end of July will be mailed out.  This item can be removed from the Council 
agenda. 
New Business:    
1.  Requested CPR dates  
An email was received by Nation’s Best CPR requesting CPR class dates at St. Matthias in September and 
October.  Dates were reviewed and approved, with the exception of October 13, which may conflict with the 
Women of the ELCA meeting.  WELCA will be contacted to see if that date is available for CPR, and Nation’s 
Best CPR will be informed about all the requested dates.   
2.  Set date for Annual Meeting, Part 1  
According to our constitution, the purpose of this meeting is to: 
(1) elect new council members 
(2) provide a proposed 2023 budget to vote on  
(3) conduct any other congregational business (none of which we are currently aware of) 
 
The Annual Meeting, Part 1, can be held on the 2nd or 3rd Sunday in November.  We usually hold it on the 3rd 
Sunday, which would be November 20th.   
 
Fred Oestreicher made a motion to set November 20th as the date for this year’s annual congregational 
meeting, part 1. 
Motion seconded by Bob Wolff.   
Motion carried.    
 
** End of New Business **  
 
The August Worship Assistants and Calendar was reviewed.  No updates were needed. 
 

Cleaning Committee 
In an effort to conserve our financial resources, our congregation has 
started cleaning the church with the help of our own members. We certainly 
would appreciate more volunteers. It actually isn’t very hard work. We have 
a list of what needs done every other week and all the supplies to do the 
cleaning are in the janitor’s room. Anyone willing to help out, please contact 
Pastor Paul or the church office! Thank you! 

Cleaning Dates: 
September- 12 - Gayle and Bob Kunko  
                   26 - Bernice and Dana Gruesu  
 
October - 10 - Fred and Bobbi Oestreicher  
                24 - Andrew and Shawn Harrold 
 
November - 7 - Teri and Jim Frye 
                  21 - Jen and Jeff Sano 
 
December - 5 - Fred and Bobbi Oestreicher  
                  19 - Mary Lou and Bob Wolff 
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St. Matthias Lutheran Church Council Minutes – 8/8/2022 
The August 2022 Council meeting was held via a Zoom Conference call. Voting Council members Fred Oes-
treicher, Bob Wolff, Lisa Pegg, Ryan Winslow, Norb Georges, and Pastor Paul were in attendance. Our Treas-
urer, Eldora Crist, was able to attend.  Our Financial Secretary, Eliot Moore, was able to attend.  Lisa Pegg led 
the devotions at 8:00pm.   Council President Fred Oestreicher called the meeting to Order at 8:03pm.   Fred 
Oestreicher asked to add a new item under “New Business” titled “Riding Lawn Mower Fund”.  Pastor Paul 
asked to add 2 new items under “New Business” titled “Electronic Drum Kit” and “Piano”. Fred Oestreicher 
made a motion to accept the Council agenda, as amended. Motion seconded by Bob Wolff. Motion carried. 
Fred Oestreicher made a motion to accept the minutes from the July 5 Council meeting, as presented. 
Motion seconded by Ryan Winslow. Motion carried.  Eldora Crist, Treasurer, presented the July Treasurer’s 
report. Fred Oestreicher made a motion to accept the July Treasurer’s report. Motion seconded by Norb 
Georges. Motion carried. Pastor Paul presented his report for July.  He attended the monthly Synod meeting 
for Pastors and Deacons.  He led the Blessing of the Animals on the front lawn of the church on August 3rd.  
He made home visits with Chuck and Nancy Kemerer and with Barry Santavy.  He presided at the funeral for a 
non-member.  Pastor Paul continues to serve as Interim Pastor at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Greens-
burg for approximately 5 hours per week.   
Communications:   Received acknowledgments of the amount of produce delivered to the Westmoreland 
County Food Bank from the Community Garden at St. Matthias. 
Concerns:  None 
Committee Reports were presented: 
Old Business: 
1.  Church Safety Policies and Procedures – No updates needed at this time. 
2.  Church Database software – Pastor Paul, our church secretary Amy Repak, and Eliot Moore will look into 
pricing for new database software in 2023, so it can be included in the 2023 proposed budget.  This item can 
be removed from the Council agenda. 
3.  2023 Budget Requests  
All committees are to submit their budget requests to the Finance Committee by the end of August.  Any ques-
tions can be submitted to Eliot Moore, Financial Secretary.  The Worship & Music and Property Committees 
have submitted requests.  
4.  Delivery of Semi Annual Financial Statements at the end of June  
Envelopes not picked up at the end of July were mailed out.  This item can be removed from the Council agen-
da. 
New Business:    
1.  Church Website  
Our church secretary, Amy Repak, has prepared an attachment to go over the details of her research for the 
costs and details of obtaining a new provider for web services for St. Matthias.  The costs should be roughly 
the same (or possibly even a little lower) for the new platform.  She’d like to receive Council’s approval to 
move forward with creating a new, more robust website, to no longer use FatCow, and to sign up for a new 
web provider.  Council gave their consensus for Amy to move forward with this.   
2.  Riding Lawn Mower Fund  
On August 7th, the Property Committee decided to request to Council to create a “Riding Lawn Mower Fund”, 
which will go into the “Church Maintenance and Repair” with a goal amount of $3,000, to purchase a new 
Riding Lawn Mower.  We currently have 2 mowers which are used, and the one (the Cub Cadet) is failing.  
The committee has $1,330 available from the Roof Fund, which was left over, and is available for Property 
equipment purchases.  The anticipated cost is $3,000, which leaves $1,670 to be collected.   
Fred Oestreicher made a motion to create a “Riding Lawn Mower Fund” with a goal amount of $3,000 (with 
$1,670 that still needs to be collected) to allow the Property Committee to purchase a new Riding Lawn Mow-
er. 
Motion seconded by Bob Wolff.   
Motion carried.   
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Prayer List 
Jillian Donis — Friend of Dana Gruesu 
Teri Frye —Member 
Ross Sano — Jeff Sano’s Brother 
Theresa Heck —Norma Bennett’s 

Friend 

Nancy Kemerer— Member 
Vicki Georges— Member 
Lorianne Ferrier —Member 

Jean Kauffman —Member 
Jen Lowe— Friend of Dana Gruesu 
Lillian Reno — Member 
Lorraine Howell– Member 
Rita Miller— Doris McDonnell’s Sister in Law 
Dave Santavy & Family— Member 
Pastor Fred Heitzenroder– Member 
Barry Santavy — Member 
Ted Wohlin —Arlene Wohlin’s Husband 
To contact the prayer chain, please call: 
Joan Wilson at (724) 836-3055  
PRAYING is the first of our Faith Practices 
Medallions...and is lifted up in this way so that all may 
remember these folks who are in some way related to St. 
Matthias Lutheran Church.  We appreciate this 
opportunity to inform you of an active ministry going on 
throughout our congregation on a daily basis.  Remember 
these brothers and sisters in Christ in your prayers. 

 
 

Faith Works Envelopes 
     Faith Works envelopes are on 
the back pew in the sanctuary.  
Please use these envelopes to 
support any of the following  
ministries: 
 Bethesda Children’s Home 
 Camp Agape 
 Camp Lutherlyn 
 Gettysburg Seminary 
 Glade Run Lutheran Services 
 Lutheran Campus Ministry in Oakland 
 Lutheran Senior Life 
 Lutheran Service Society 
 Synod Mission Support 
 Thiel College 
     Check off which agency you wish to  
contribute to and place the envelope with your 
donation in the offering plate.  Please  
remember to indicate your envelope number.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Todd Frye   September 1 
Aaron Harmatz   September 3 
Ethan Turner    September 6 
Katie Frye   September 8 
James Frye    September 9 
Kathryn Glew  September 10 
Michael Oestreicher  September 15 
Vera Koontz   September 19 
David Hoffman  September 19 
Robert Ferrier  September 19 
Jean Kauffman  September 20 
Rebecca Noel  September 20 
Eliot Moore   September 22 
Deyati Varriano  September 22 
Linda Wasilowski  September 23 
Mary Jo Borelli  September 24 
Aaron Dominick  September 24 
Luke Ridilla   September 28 
Cole Organiscak  September 28 
Evan Spillar   September 30 
 
 
Joseph & Amber Schmitt September 7 
Barry & Terri Santavy September 24 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dominic Buffone  October 9 
Michele McCombs  October 19 
Lorraine Howell  October 19 
Aiden Nicodemus  October 21 
Sonnie Miller   October 22 
Christine Harrold  October 22 
Theodor Wohlin  October 27 
Bethany Harper  October 27 
Andrew Harrold  October 28 
Diane Dominick  October 29 
Barbara Winslow  October 28 

 
 
Michael & Amanda Marnell  October 1 
Alex & Rebecca Santavy  October 8 
Ronald& Lisa Pegg   October 9 
Rebecca &Daniel Noel  October 15 
Robert & Mary Lou Wolff  October 22 
John & Wendy Weimer  October 31 

 
 



 

 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY November 6, 2022 
CARNATIONS 

 
NAME:   
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
IN MEMORY OF: 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
QUANTITY _____________________   RED CARNATIONS AT $1.00 EACH 
   
  ____________________ WHITE CARNATIONS AT $1.00 EACH 
 
AMOUNT ENCLOSED __________________     ENVELOPE # ______________________ 
 

Please place order in offering plate or mail to the church office 
100 Chapel View Drive, Greensburg, PA 15601 

 
DEADLINE FOR ORDERS—OCTOBER 23, 2022 
 
 
============================================================================ 

 
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY November 6, 2022 

CARNATIONS 
 

NAME: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
IN MEMORY OF: 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
QUANTITY _____________________   RED CARNATIONS AT $1.00 EACH 
   
  ____________________ WHITE CARNATIONS AT $1.00 EACH 
 
AMOUNT ENCLOSED __________________     ENVELOPE # ______________________ 
 

Please place order in offering plate or mail to the church office 
100 Chapel View Drive, Greensburg, PA 15601 

 
DEADLINE FOR ORDERS—OCTOBER 23, 2022 
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St. Matthias Evangelical  
Lutheran Church 

100 Chapel View Drive 
Greensburg, PA 15601-1002 

Address Service Requested 
 
DATED MATERIAL 

THE VIEW                                     ST. MATTHIAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH           September/October 2022 

Visit us on the web at www.stmatthiasgreensburg.org 
 
 

Services of Holy Communion:  
Summer Hours 
Sunday 9:30am 

Fall Hours Start on Rally Day Sept 11th 
Sunday 10:15am 

 
 
 

Paul Gruesu, Pastor 
Secretary: Amy Repak 

Organist/Choir Director: Chuck Vita 


