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A NEWSLETTER FROM ST. MATTHIAS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Visit us on the web at www.stmatthiasgreensburg.org 

Volume XLIII  Issue VIIII July/August 2022 

How lovely is your dwelling 
place, O LORD of hosts!  
Even the sparrow finds a 
home, and the swallow a 
nest for herself, where she 

may lay her young, at your altars, O LORD of hosts, 
my King and my God.  Happy are those who live in 
your house, ever singing your praise.  Psalm 84:1, 3–
4 
One of the deepest ways we experience God’s love is 
through animals, and the gift of pets. 
Have you ever had a pet?  It’s amazing how one of 
God’s creatures can come into our lives, capture our 
hearts, and become a part of our families.  We’ve all 
heard stories of how pets have changed people’s 
lives, whether it be a pet who helped save a child 
from a fire, or an animal that helped a grieving 
person find peace and love, or countless other 
examples.  And I’m sure you have stories about your 
own pets as well.   
Sometimes it’s easy to take for granted the special 
blessings that God provides us.  On Wednesday, July 
27th at 7pm, we’re continuing our yearly tradition of 
having a brief outdoor worship service on the front 
lawn at St. Matthias to thank God for the gift of our 
pets and to offer a blessing to all animals.  
Regardless of whether you have a pet, please come 
and enjoy this special time of blessing and 
celebration with us!  All pets are welcome, and 
you’re also welcome to invite any friends or 
neighbors who would like to br ing along their  pets 
as well.  In case of inclement weather, a rain date of 
Thursday, July 28th at 7pm has been scheduled.   We 
hope to see you and your pets there! 
 
Let us pray.  Creator God, we thank you for the gift 
of your creation.  Water, earth, and sky are yours, as 
are all their inhabitants, wild and tame.  We thank 
you for creatures that offer us companionship and 
love, and that befriend, enrich, and protect us. May 
we, who are made in your image, care for them well.  
As we offer our thanks to you for all of your creation, 

help us to remember the special blessing that you 
offer us through our pets.  We pray in the name of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Paul 
 
 
 
 
 
I’d like to thank all of you for your kind word, 
phone calls, cards and prayers on the loss of 
my brother Chuck.  And to Pastor Paul for 
being exactly what I needed when I needed it 
most.  Dealing with the loss of my brother is 
certainly difficult but having people who pour 
love into my life is a great help. 
Thank you,  Bobbie Oestreicher  

 

Blessing of the Animals – 
Wednesday, July 27 at 

7pm  
Do you own a pet?  Bring him or 

her along to our brief outdoor worship service 
to thank God for the gift of our pets and to 
offer a blessing to all animals.  We’ll be 
offering this blessing on  Wednesday, July 27 
at 7pm, on the front lawn at St. Matthias.  
Please feel free to bring along any pets that 
you may have (dogs, cats, rabbits, hermit 
crabs, goldfish, etc.) and join us for this 
special worship service.  We ask that you 
please bring along a leash for any pets that 
are mobile.  You’re also welcome to invite any 
friends or neighbors who would like to 
bring along their pets as well.  In case of 
inclement weather, a rain date of Thursday, 
July 28th at 7pm has been scheduled.   We 
hope to see you and your pets there! 
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Next meeting will be on July 14 in the 
fellowship hall at 1:00. 

Hostesses will be Bernice Gruesu and 
VaLetta Bradosky.  Note time. July 

and  August,  will be at 1:00pm. 
 The August 11 meeting will be at 

1:00 in the fellowship hall with 
Lorraine Howell and Evelyn Malinish 

as hostesses.   
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July: 

14th         5:30 PM – 8:00 PM 
16th             8:30 AM – 3:30 PM 
23rd         8:30 AM – 2:30 PM 

 August: 
11th         5:30 PM – 8:45 PM 
20th         8:30 AM – 3:30 PM  
27th         8:30 AM – 3:00 PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Stamp Camp 
On the 3

rd
 and 4

th
 Monday of 

each month, Kim Peles is 
leading a fellowship group at 
St. Matthias called “Stamp 
Camp”.  All are welcome for 

fellowship and to make personalized greeting 
cards together, which you can use to share 
God’s love with others.  There’s a nominal fee 
to cover the cost of supplies.  There are 2 
sessions on the 3rd Monday, one beginning 
at 10am, and the other beginning at 6pm. 
On the 4th Monday there is only one 
session at 6pm. Please feel free to contact 
Kim at (724) 875-0049 for more information. 

The Lily Project  
July-August  2022 

In order to continue the Lily Project ministry your help will be needed.  We are 
asking St. Matthias to consider donating clothing to keep inventory levels filled 
and available.  Socks and underwear are not needed.  Remember the criteria is that 
the clothing be new in the sizes requested and all tops must open down the front 
(zippered or buttoned).  Pants should have elastic band.   
St. Matthias has taken Men’s clothing category with the size of X Large-tops and 
pants.  If you are able to help, please put donations in fellowship hall under the 
Lily Sign. If you wish to make a monetary donation, make check out to St. 
Matthias with Lily Project on memo line. We will shop for you. What we have 
donated will be taken to First Lutheran in September.   
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Collecting School Supplies in July 
Thrivent Financial is sponsoring the collection of school supplies for the 

Westmoreland County Children’s Bureau.  We will be collecting supplies in a 
specially marked box in the narthex throughout the month of July.  

Below is a list of requested items: 
#2 Pencils 

Erasers 
Pencil Pouch 
Pocket folders 

Spiral notebooks 
Composition book (100 pages) 

Ruler 
Glue sticks 
Index cards 

Crayons 
Colored pencils 

 
Thank you for your support! 

 

 

 

 

 

To all the people of St. Matthias, 

I would like to just say from the bottom of my heart thank you! 
Thank you for all of your prayers and thought's for me. I am 
getting stronger everyday. Thank you for all the beautiful 
cards with notes and expressions full of love to get well.  All 
of your love and caring gestures are so touching. I feel so 
grateful to have such an amazing church family at St. 
Matthias!  
I will hopefully be joining you back in church soon, 

    VaLetta Bradosky 
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St. Matthias Lutheran Church Council Minutes – 5/9/2022 
The May 2022 Council meeting was held via a Zoom Conference call. Voting Council members Fred 
Oestreicher, Bob Wolff, Ryan Winslow, Lisa Pegg, Norb Georges, and Pastor Paul were in attendance. Our 
Treasurer, Eldora Crist, was able to attend.   Our Financial Secretary, Eliot Moore, was able to attend.  Ryan 
Winslow led the devotions at 8:00pm. Council President Fred Oestreicher called the meeting to Order at 
8:05pm. 
Pastor Paul mentioned that New Business Item 2 (Food 2 Go 4 Kids summer request) can be removed, and just 
included in the Social Ministry report. Fred Oestreicher made a motion to accept the Council agenda, as 
amended. Motion seconded by Bob Wolff. Motion carried. Fred Oestreicher made a motion to accept the 
minutes from the April 11 Council meeting, as presented. Motion seconded by Ryan Winslow. Motion carried. 
Eldora Crist, Treasurer, presented the April Treasurer’s report. Fred Oestreicher made a motion to accept the 
April Treasurer’s report. Motion seconded by Norb Georges. Motion carried. Pastor Paul presented his report 
for April.  He attended meetings for:  the monthly Synod meeting for Pastors and Deacons.  He made a home 
visit with Nancy Kemerer and a private visit with another parishioner.  He presided at the funeral for a non-
member.  He participated and delivered the sermon at the Easter Vigil at Harrold Zion Lutheran Church on 
April 16th, participated in the Holocaust Remembrance Service at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Latrobe 
on April 24th, and helped serve at the Annual Women’s Tea at St. Matthias on May 1st.  Pastor Paul continues 
to serve as Interim Pastor at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Greensburg for approximately 5 hours per 
week.  Communications:  Thank you letter received from the Food Bank for our monetary donation from the 
Souper Bowl of Caring.   
Concerns:  None 
 
Committee Reports: 
Worship and Music:  Committee met on March 29 to plan for  the seasons of Easter  and Pentecost.  Holy 
Week and Easter worship was very well attended, and our Organist and Choir Director, Chuck Vita, did an 
outstanding job of coordinating our music, choir, soloists, and chimes choir.   
Christian Education and Youth:  Our  3 Confirmation students are scheduled to be confirmed on 
Pentecost Sunday, June 5.   
Stewardship:  No new information.  
Fellowship:  A potluck luncheon is being planned to celebrate with our  Confirmation students on June 
5, as well as a Bake Sale to begin the Harvest Table.  
Evangelism and Social Ministry:  We continue collecting items for  the Food 2 Go 4 Kids program, and is 
discussing a possible summer installment of giving for this program. 
Finance:  No new information. 
Property:  Spr ing cleanup day is planned for  May 14.  Asphalt sealer  may be needed on a few spots in 
the parking lot this year, which can be handled by the Property Committee.   
Ad Hoc Committees: 
Cleaning Ad Hoc Committee:  No new information. 
Community Garden:  All garden plots are signed up for , and the fer tilization of the garden has been 
completed. Some planting has begun.  
Women of the ELCA:  The Women’s Tea on Sunday, May 1, was very well attended and went very well. 
Old Business: 

1.  Church Safety Policies and Procedures  - no changes needed.   
2.  Church Database software – no updates. 
3.  Recruiting Voting Members for the June 2022 Synod Assembly on Zoom 
Registration opened on April 18.  Council members were asked to provide Pastor Paul with names of those 
who would be good candidates to consider. 
New Business:    
1.  Kirkpatrick affirmation of marriage  
Pastor Paul presided at the wedding of Emily Myers and Daniel Kirkpatrick at Emily’s parents’ home in 
Morgantown, WV, on October 16, 2021.  Emily and Daniel are planning an affirmation of marriage ceremony 
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to celebrate with a larger group of family and friends.  It’s being held at the Heinz History Center in Pittsburgh 
on November 5, 2022, and they’ve asked Pastor Paul to preside.  Since Pastor Paul represents the congregation 
in marriage ceremonies, he’s asking for Council’s approval to preside. 
 
Fred Oestreicher made a motion to approve Pastor Paul’s presiding at the affirmation of marriage of Emily 
(Myers) Kirkpatrick and Daniel Kirkpatrick on November 5, 2022.  Motion seconded by Lisa Pegg. Motion 
carried. ** End of New Business **  The June Worship Assistants and Calendar was reviewed.  No updates 
were needed.  The next monthly Council meeting will be on Monday, June 13 at 8pm.  We’ll meet via Zoom 
call again.   Bob Wolff will lead devotions for the June Council meeting.  Fred Oestreicher made a motion to 
adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Norb Georges.   Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:47pm.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Pastor Paul Gruesu 
 
 

 
2023 Budget Requests 

All 2023 Budget Requests are to be given to Elliot Moore, financial secretary, by 
the end of August so the financial committee can prepare the 2023 Budget. All 
committees are to review their current budget allocations, and to submit any 
additional items, or changes to the current amounts, for their committee. Please see 
Eliot Moore if you have any questions. 

Cleaning Committee 
In an effort to conserve our financial resources, our congregation has 
started cleaning the church with the help of our own members. We certainly 
would appreciate more volunteers. It actually isn’t very hard work. We have 
a list of what needs done every other week and all the supplies to do the 
cleaning are in the janitor’s room. Anyone willing to help out, please contact 
Pastor Paul or the church office! Thank you! 

Cleaning Dates: 
July - 4 - Andrew and Shawn Harrold 
        18 - Teri Frye 
 
August - 1 Jen and Jeff Sano 
             15 - Bobbi and Fred Oestreicher  
             29 - Mary Lou and Bob Wolff 
 
September- 12 - Gayle and Bob Kunko  
                   26 - Bernice and Dana Gruesu  
 

October - 10 - Fred and Bobbi Oestreicher  
                24 - Andrew and Shawn Harrold 
 
November - 7 - Teri and Jim Frye 
                  21 - Jen and Jeff Sano 
 
December - 5 - Fred and Bobbi Oestreicher  
                  19 - Mary Lou and Bob Wolff 
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St. Matthias Lutheran Church Council Minutes – 6/13/2022 
The June 2022 Council meeting was held via a Zoom Conference call. Voting Council members Fred Oestrei-
cher, Bob Wolff, Ryan Winslow, Lisa Pegg, and Pastor Paul were in attendance. Norb Georges was unable to 
attend.   Our Treasurer, Eldora Crist, was able to attend.   Our Financial Secretary, Eliot Moore, was able to 
attend.  Bob Wolff led the devotions at 8:01pm. Council President Fred Oestreicher called the meeting to Or-
der at 8:04pm. Fred Oestreicher made a motion to accept the Council agenda, as presented. Motion seconded 
by Bob Wolff. Motion carried. Fred Oestreicher made a motion to accept the minutes from the May 9 Council 
meeting, as presented. Motion seconded by Bob Wolff. Motion carried. Eldora Crist, Treasurer, presented the 
May Treasurer’s report.  Fred Oestreicher made a motion to accept the May Treasurer’s report. Motion se-
conded by Ryan Winslow. Motion carried. Pastor Paul presented his report for May.  He attended meetings 
for:  the monthly Synod meeting for Pastors and Deacons, a Synod Assembly Committee Planning meeting, a 
SWPA Synod seminar on Racial Justice Training, and the Conference 4 pre-Assembly Caucus meeting.  He 
made a home visit with Valetta Bradosky and nursing home visits with Nancy Kemerer, Lillian Reno, and Jean 
Kauffman.  He presided at the funeral for a non-member.  A baptism has been scheduled for July 3rd.  Pastor 
Paul’s yearly prostate cancer checkup has been rescheduled from June to July.  Pastor Paul continues to serve 
as Interim Pastor at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Greensburg for approximately 5 hours per week.   
Communications:  Received invitation from Thrivent to collect school supplies during the month of July to 
benefit the Westmoreland County Children’s Bureau.  Social Ministry and Evangelism committee to follow up 
on this.  Concerns:  Someone tripped over the wheelchair in the women’s bathroom.  The person who fell is 
ok.  Since there’s more open space in the men’s bathroom, we moved the wheelchair there to avoid any future 
accidents  
Committee Report were submitted 
Old Business: 
1.  Church Safety Policies and Procedures  - no changes needed.   
2.  Church Database software – no updates.  On a related note, in the coming months, we may want to choose a 
different software provider for our church website, so we will not automatically renew our yearly subscription 
with FatCow in the fall.   
New Business:    
Requested CPR dates  

An email was received by Nation’s Best CPR requesting CPR class dates at St. Matthias in July and Au-
gust.  Dates were reviewed and approved.   

2023 Budget Requests  
All committees are to submit their budget requests to the Finance Committee by the end of August.  Any 
questions can be submitted to Eliot Moore, Financial Secretary.   

Delivery of Semi Annual Financial Statements at the end of June  
Each year, we deliver a semi-annual financial statement to all those who have donated as a reminder of our 
pattern of giving.  Our secretary Amy will put these together and mail them out in the beginning of July.  
No action needs taken. 

** End of New Business **  
The July Worship Assistants and Calendar was reviewed.  No updates were needed. 
On the Worship Assistants page, the “Hospital Visitor” title will be changed to “Card Ministry” to more accu-
rately identify the type of ministry being performed.  Those signed up for “Card Ministry” will periodically 
send greeting cards to those in the hospital and those who are shut in.  Due to Covid restrictions and other 
health factors, these persons will not be asked to visit persons in the hospital. 
The next monthly Council meeting will be on Tuesday, July 5, at 8pm.  We’ll meet via Zoom call again.   
Fred Oestreicher will lead devotions for the July Council meeting.    Fred Oestreicher made a motion to ad-
journ the meeting. Motion seconded by Bob Wolff. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:48pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Pastor Paul Gruesu 
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Prayer List 
Ron Reno— Member 
Pattie Reno —Ron’s Wife 
Pastor John Adams– Son of Debra 
Adams 

Valetta Bradosky —Member 
Bernadette Trisoline —Bill Trisoline’s daughter 
Teri Pappas — Vicki Georges sister 
Lee Holleran — Vicki Georges sister 
Nancy Kemerer— Member 
Lorrie Lowe—  Friend of Dana Gruesu 
Vicki Georges— Member 
Joe Welling — friend of Alycefaye Stewart 
Lorianne Ferrier —Member 

Linda Thompson— Darla Dalena’s Friend 
Jim Bushey —Keith Bowman’s Friend 
Jean Kauffman —Member 
Jen Lowe— Friend of Dana Gruesu 
Lillian Reno — Member 
Lorraine Howell– Member 
Ron & Carol Bowman— Brother & Sister in Law of Keith 
Bowman 
Rita Miller— Doris McDonnell’s Sister in Law 
Dave Santavy & Family— Member 
Pastor Fred Heitzenroder– Member 
Don Ohr — Member 
Virginia Turner —Member 
Barry Santavy — Member 
Ted Wohlin —Arlene Wohlin’s Husband 
To contact the prayer chain, please call: 
Joan Wilson at (724) 836-3055  
PRAYING is the first of our Faith Practices 
Medallions...and is lifted up in this way so that all may 
remember these folks who are in some way related to St. 
Matthias Lutheran Church.  We appreciate this 
opportunity to inform you of an active ministry going on 
throughout our congregation on a daily basis.  Remember 
these brothers and sisters in Christ in your prayers. 

 

Faith Works Envelopes 
     Faith Works envelopes are on the 
back pew in the sanctuary.  Please 
use these envelopes to support any 
of the following  ministries: 
 Bethesda Children’s Home 

 Camp Agape 
 Camp Lutherlyn 
 Gettysburg Seminary 
 Glade Run Lutheran Services 
 Lutheran Campus Ministry in Oakland 
 Lutheran Senior Life 
 Lutheran Service Society 
 Synod Mission Support 
 Thiel College 
     Check off which agency you wish to  
contribute to and place the envelope with your 
donation in the offering plate.  Please  
remember to indicate your envelope number.  

 

 
 
 
 
Joseph Lightner   July 2  
Justin Sindorf   July2  
Mary Lou Wolff   July 11  
Timothy Dominick   July 12  
Kaylee Daniska   July 12  
Elijah Johnston   July 14  
Caitlyn Huey    July 15  
Nathan Turner   July 17  
Barbara Fink   July 17  
William Anderson, Sr.  July 18  
Fred Heitzenroder   July 19  
David Santavy   July 19  
Madison Sano   July 31  
 
 
 
 
Francis & Meredith Schmadel  July 2 
Norb& Vicki Georges   July 7  
David & Barbara Hoffman   July 24 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Teresa Frye    August 3  
Virginia Bowman   August 4  
John Wohlin    August 5  
Amber Dudash   August 12  
Barbara Hoffman   August 17  
Meredith Schmadel   August 18  
Maryann Himler   August 20  
Adam Harrold   August 21  
Robert Wolff    August 22  
Donald Kauffman   August 23  
Fred Oestreicher   August 30  
 
 
 
 

 
Amber & Kevin Organiscak  August 9  
Joseph & Bernice Gruesu   August 15  
John & Tina Weimer   August 16  
Richard & Kristin Paullet   August 20 
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St. Matthias Evangelical  
Lutheran Church 

100 Chapel View Drive 
Greensburg, PA 15601-1002 

Address Service Requested 
 
DATED MATERIAL 

THE VIEW                                     ST. MATTHIAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH                        July/August 2022  

Visit us on the web at www.stmatthiasgreensburg.org 
 
 

Services of Holy Communion:  
Sunday 9:30am 

 
 
 

Paul Gruesu, Pastor 
Secretary: Amy Repak 

Organist/Choir Director: Chuck Vita 


